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December 10, 1987

Mr. Robert Bowden
Chief, Emergency Response Section
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
230 South Dearborn Street
Chicago, Illinois 60604

Dear Mr. Bowden:

On Tuesday, December 8, representatives of the U.S. EPA, the
Ohio EPA, the Montgomery County Combined Health District and
the City of Dayton met to discuss the proposed plan to clean
up the PCS spill site formerly occupied by the Dayton Tire
and Rubber Company. We appreciate the on-going opportunity
to interact with U.S. EPA staff regarding this clean-up which
we consider to be of vital importance to the environmental health
and safety of our community.

Although we understand that the principal responsibility of
your section, and a "response" action in general, is to
alleviate immediate health threats, we also believe that
Congress intended that Superfund monies be spent in a manner
which provides permanent solutions to environmental threats,
not partial, temporary fixes. Our desire to achieve the best'
possible permanent solutions to the environmental threats
which currently exist at the Dayton Tire site, gives rise to
two areas of concern regarding the proposed clean-up. Our
specific concerns are the proposed incomplete removal of
asbestos from the buildings at the site and the possible long-
term on-site storage of dioxin/dibenzofuran contaminated wastes.

* *
While I understand that discussions at Tuesday's meeting may
have provided a foundation for the complete and permanent
resolution of these issues, I believe a clear and unequivocal
statement of our position on these matters is warranted. The
following provides a synopsis of the issues, our position,
background information and what we believe is an appropriate
resolution to our concerns.
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Issue:

City Position:

Background:

Resolution:

Issue:

City Position;

Background:

Resolution:

Storage of Dioxin/Dibenzofuran Contaminated
Waste On-Site

No storage of Dioxin/Dibenzofuran Contaminated
Waste should occur on-site

Alternative management practices for these
particular wastes are available and should
be investigated. While no management alternative
may provide a risk-free disposition of the
material, surely most of the alternatives provide
a lower risk than the indefinite, unmonitored
and unmaintained storage of these materials in
a residential and commercial neighborhood.

The U.S. EPA should work to identify an acceptable
disposal or treatment option which provides the
best available management of these wastes. The
City of Dayton will cooperate with U.S. EPA on the
resolution of this issue and encourage OEPA and
other potentially affective parties to cooperate
as well.

Incomplete Removal of Asbestos

All asbestos identified at the facility should be
removed as part of the response action.

On-site response actions include the removal and
disposal of loose asbestos. Other asbestos will
be encapsulated and remain in place at the facility.
Some asbestos will not be addressed in any way.
This level of action, in combination with the absence
of a plan for long-term site maintenance and security
provides only a temporary relief of the asbestos
threat at the site. Asbestos which remains at the
facility will be subject to numerous disruptive
forces including wide ranging ambient conditions and
potential vandalism which may liberate asbestos
fibers for possible off-site transmission and exposuj
of nearby residents.

Proposed efforts for asbestos removal should be expa]
ed to include removal of all asbestos, providing
a cost-effective long-term resolution of the asbesto;
threat at the site.
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In summary, let me again express our appreciation for the
efforts U.S. EPA has already expended and those which are
planned. Given our mutual intent to provide a safe
environment for the citizens of Dayton, I am optimistic
that the two remaining environmental issues will be resolved,

.Since the clean-up action at the site is already under way,
your written reply to these issues on or before Monday,
December 14, 1987 will permit their expeditious resolution.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Richard B. Helwig
City Manager
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cc: Charles A. Jones - City of Dayton
Dave Gatton - Dayton's Washington Representative
Tom Winston - OEPA
Jack Barnette - U.S. EPA
Bill Zilli - City of Dayton
Bill Reynolds - U.S. EPA
Jim Gross - Montgomery County Health District
Dusty Hall - City of Dayton

Powers - U.S. EPA


